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July 2017                      “To be an American is a complex fate.”—Henry James            Vol. XXVI, No. 6  

Signals in the Static: The USA turns 
241. Harry Dean Stanton turns 91. 
Geraldo Rivera turns 74. Linda 
Ronstadt turns 70. Arlo Guthrie turns 
69. Lil’ Kim turns 41. Malia Obama 
turns 19. Died: Gene Conley, 86, who 
pitched for the World Series champion 
Milwaukee Braves in 1987 and won three 
N.B.A. titles with the Boston Celtics from 
1958 to 1961. He was one of only two 
athletes to have won championships in 
two major American professional sports.  
McDonald’s tests fries topped with 
cheddar cheese sauce and applewood-
smoked bacon. Domino’s joins the IFITT 
platform, a free online service that allows 
users to connect digital devices. When an 
order is prepped, baked, out for delivery, 
or ready for pickup, it can trigger a social 
media post, turn on home lighting, play 
music—or nearly anything else.  

The New Retail: Williams Sonoma 
will open a 7,000-sq.ft.  dual-concept 
format in Seattle, combining its traditional 
kitchen and food products with home 
furnishings. eBay’s ShopBot operates 
within Facebook to help people find 
products, even if they don't know exactly 
what they want. Users open Messenger, 
click “Start Shopping,” and the bot 
searches eBay for them. Apparel shoppers 
now can order at least three items from 
Amazon’s Prime Wardrobe and try them 
on at home. If they don’t like something, 
Amazon will come by and pick it up for 
free. Keep three items, get 10% off. Keep 
five or more, get 20% off. Cargo partners 
with brands to put candy, protein bars, 
tampons and condoms in Uber cars. 

Food Trends: Salmon jerky, gochujang 
(a spicy Korean sauce) switchel (a drink 
made with water, vinegar and ginger), 
speculoos (a spiced shortbread cookie), 
chocolate hummus, herbal table water, 
African chermoula seasoning, and 
vegetable soups packaged as ready-to-
drink portable beverages. 

VR News: Facebook Spaces allows 
friends to meet each other using virtual 
reality, compatible with Facebook’s 
Oculus Rift VR headset. Users build 
avatars that hang out in virtual 
environments, like a boardwalk or movie 
set, where they can takes selfies and draw 
pictures. LiveLike VR allows you to 
select different camera angles of a sporting 
event and view pre-produced content, then 
connect to Facebook and join a room as a 
customized avatar with friends (or a group 
of random viewers). Intel and the 
International Olympic Committee 
announce a seven-year contract which will 
bring live broadcast in VR, 360º replays 
and 3D to the Tokyo Olympics in 2020. 
“The Walking Dead” will become a 
series of VR games. 

More Money, More Happy: More 
than half (53%) of Millennials agree that 
the more money you have, the happier you 
are. That compares to 38% of Americans 
overall. Nearly 3/4 of Millennials consider 
their personal financial situation to be 
“healthy” (35%) or “okay” (38%), which 
is on par with other generations. 51% of 
Millennials are confident in their financial 
future and just one-quarter (24%) consider 
saving for retirement to be a financial 
challenge. —Mintel 

!  
The GeniCam scanner keeps a log of 
items you toss in the trash and syncs 
with your Amazon account to reorder 
snacks and paper goods ($149). 
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